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Applicant : Roderick J. Scott Art Unit : 1638 

Serial No, : 10/058,825 Examiner : Stuart F. Baum 

Filed : January 30, 2002 Conf.No. : 2437 

Title : METHODS FOR MODIFYING PLANT ENDOSPERM 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REPLY BRIEF 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.41, Applicant maintains the appeal and responds to the 
Examiner's Answer mailed on September 11, 2007. 

Rejections Under 35 U,S,C> S 112, 2d Paragraph For Indefiniteness 

1) Transcription Products are RNA 

The Examiner stated that the claims are indefinite because it is unclear how a 
transcription product can be a DNA, when it is known that transcription products are RNA. 
Answer at page 3 last paragraph. 

The Examiner has seized upon a single sentence from Applicant's Response filed 
November 7, 2005, to support tfie indefiniteness rejection. The Examiner quoted from that 
sentence as follows: "Therefore, the designation Arabidopsis Metl sequence will always refer to 
the sequence of Accession No. LI 0692 . . See, e.g., Answer at page 3 last paragraph and at 
page 4, top paragraph. Accession No. L10692 contains a DNA sequence encoding Arabidopsis 
Metl. 

The complete sentence from the Response reads as follows: "Therefore, the designation 
Arabidopsis Metl sequence will always refer to the sequence of Accession No. L10692, despite 
any ftiture hypothetical changes in abbreviation ." (Emphasis added). The statement was made in • 
the context of a discussion of the use of abbreviations and to emphasize that the Arabidopsis 
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